were collected mostly within 100 m of the farm. Numerous other carcasses were not picked up as they had been scavenged and consisted of little more than clumps of feathers. Many of the birds had died on or near a small field of winter rye planted amidst chopped corn stalks and cobs from the previous summer. No spring planting had occurred and no reason for poisoning birds was obvious.
were collected mostly within 100 m of the farm. Numerous other carcasses were not picked up as they had been scavenged and consisted of little more than clumps of feathers. Many of the birds had died on or near a small field of winter rye planted amidst chopped corn stalks and cobs from the previous summer. No spring planting had occurred and no reason for poisoning birds was obvious. The farmer stated that he had not recently used pesticides but had applied a granular fertilizer at the rate of 364 kg per acre to this field a few days before. Investigation of the field revealed numerous yellow-brown serpentine paths on the field surface. The discolorations were caused by an oily material that caused the death of the leaves of rye plants. Cobs of corn, picked free of kernels by birds and irregularly stained brown with a substance smelling like a petroleum-based solvent, were taken for chemical analyses.
Necropsies of representative birds revealed no infectious or parasitic disease that could account for the mortalities. Gizzard contents invariably included fragments of corn. Particles of fertilizer were also frequently found. Pooled samples of alimentary canals and/or contents were submitted for determination of aflatoxin, nitrite/nitrate, and organochlorine and organophosphate pesticides.
Analyses showed no aflatoxin present (R) and low levels of nitrite/nitrate (R) and organochlorine pesticides (C). However, two pooled samples, each made up of the gizzard contents from 50 Red-winged Blackbirds, con- Most birds appeared to die of respiratory failure within a few minutes. We found many dead birds in nearby corn fields and woody areas. Oily-appearing rye grain with a distinct petroleum-solvent odor was found scattered amidst corn stubble in three separate areas totalling approximately 3 ha. The upper alimentary canals of several grackles and blackbirds examined in the field were found to contain one or two rye grains. Samples of the rye were collected and a person was stationed in the area to discourage birds from feeding. Department personnel and volunteers collected dead and sick birds and raked soil over the rye. Despite efforts to cover the grain and intermittent periods of rain, birds continued to die on the farm for several days.
A total of 3,196 carcasses were collected, of which 167 (5.2%) were scavenged to varying degrees (Table 1) . 1978) . In the Albany case, areas of unharvested field corn were present but birds concentrated their foraging on corn that had been knocked down by the weather and was no longer mechanically harvestable.
It is difficult to accurately assess the impact of deliberate pesticide poisoning of birds, both in terms of incidence and severity. These poisonings no doubt occur more frequently than is commonly appreciated by biologists (Stone 1979 Biologists and others should be aware that intentional poisoning of birds does occur and that adequate investigation and reporting is needed. We believe that the incidence of deliberate poisoning of wild birds by farmers could be reduced through education, well-publicized prosecutions, and substantial fines. unteers, especially Marcia Kent, Mary Lou Riccardo, William Ritchie and Denise Zeiter for their assistance at the Albany site.
